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Who ya gonna call? 6C

iy Ging White
i Wirider

hay |I>uy at severnl spols ai-

I ultaneously. Their music

':ru:Eude*a- eountry, pep and

ol Comedy and trivia are a part
f their act.

They are entertainers, but they
ire nof men.

“They™ are the Rock-afire Explo-
ion, the animafed bands of Show-
iz Pizza restaurants,

And they are, indeed, a blast.

The (ranchiss includes
each Bear, a laid i:n ek polar bear
locked out in swimming trunks
itop a surfboard, hanging 10 (fin-
rerst on lead gpaitar,

Billy Bob, a lovable brown bear,
slava bars, while Dook, n space dog,
slays dinums, The spirit booster of
he group, Mitzi the cheerleading
miouse, wails a while and waves
jom-pong with the likes of Looney
Bird, & devil's advocate-type who
1ls0 sings,

Fercugsionist-ventriloguist
folfe, a half-wit wolf, and puppet
ompanion Earl contribute voeal
power to the group.

The musical clan is led by Fatz, a
il hjfﬁ-ﬁmt gurilla who plays key-
hoard and sings bags in & stunning
glittery-gold jacket and black bow-
tie.

"Falrizin mnl:mL He tells evie
hﬂdj‘ to shut up,” said Curry Dﬂ.‘-l'
insa. a pactner of Wilmington's
ShowBiz, which opened in July

"Peach Bear is ooal,” i]-.&wkirla
de:-d Hum:rcr ety oxcited. A lot
e w o are gurfors can identi-

!’_l.r 511'.?:

In aﬂdlt.i::utu ﬂlﬂmlﬂltllﬂﬂ the
Rock-afire E:pawnn includes a
mtmﬁ moon and sun as Back-

\rnm.'IJEIr, Birthday Bird, &
tha.ranta’r that porches op B:I'l:r
Bob's guitar; Choo Choo, & bear cub;

40 Anitindh'a blickwidow apider

Children young — and not $o young — enjoy the show at ShowBiz

named after the first ShowBiz Pizza
in Kansa= City's Antioch Shopping
Center.

The band was created in 1980 by
animator Aaron Fechigr. Fechtar,
who also had a band called the
Wolfe Pack Five, developed the Ex-
plogion from snother animated at-
traction.

"He was looking at the Country
Bear Jambores (in Dhsneyworld),”
said Richard Cook, of the
Wilmington ShowDie Pechter, com-
bined that idea with some ideas of
his own to ereate the Rock-afire Ex-
plosion, Cook zaid.

Fechter exhibited his creation at
n meeting of the Association of

“eomputer techialsgy,

Amusement Park., but park man-
agers weven' L int: osted. ShowBiz's
Billy Bob Brockal namesake of the
Fock-ufire :Inﬁr erl was,

"They nltdi' somebody like
ShowBiz Pisea 1o sarket their prod.
wet.” Cook s2id. THlow many amuse-
ment pirks da ¥ see being built™

The ShowBiz ranchise {8 boom-
ing. Some 220 6f (1.« restaurants are
in the market. ©ich with its own
version of the B ¢ i-afire Explogion.

A conglomeion of artistry,
dectronics, m#hinery, music and

“the digplay

cost ﬂn:illlnm Hi-:we It is sold

hl‘:mr:hiqu for $

According to a company taps, the
characters ara built in groups of 25
in Orlando, Fla. The process takes a
week and a half to complets,

The BExplogion's 43,000 move-
menls are mduﬂdualh'ﬂ pr:d
med by computer signals a

E‘{;‘rr:atad with air cylinders and
compressors, [t takes 24 hours to
program one seng with character
movement.

Bt i
CATTY 118 Rigma uk ]
of air is wea il to run Ehe lnul

BIOTL.

Approximately 360 hours of re-
cording time goes into the group’s

soundtracks, which arc created by
Fechter's hE.Dﬂ Fechter himsell is
the voice of Dook, while Burt Wil-
son 14 the basa behind leader Fatz,

Programmed yecordingd are ssnt
to franchizes about once o month

The tapes include a country set
eomplete with character  atfivg,
beach music, oldies-but-goodies, top
40 and a thriller of & tribute ta M-
chael Jackson,

The Jeckeon tape opeis wWith a

up dizcussion ebout his visils to
gn d, followed by hit songs
mi:h s Billie Jean, The Love Yeu
Sove and Beat It

"We cen't wait to z08 what he hag
in ptore for ne,” says Billy Bob at te
conclusicn of the Jackson shor,
"W could butcher someof thal "
Beach Bear adda, nonchalantly.

Tha leeal franchise has 12 tapes,
but only plave about hall of then,

“We try to play the mist popukr
anies,” Thwes sajd.

*Around here, the country shy
iz ae popular 6 Michael Jacksoy ™
Cock added

The Explosion performs :-m |..:.
vight-minute saty about eve
minules. Shows are held in &

INE N,

Because of wear and loar, os-
tumes {or the characteén musl ke
changed pericdically. In the cascof
Fatz, that means $400 alone 10 -
place his jacket.

In addition to daily shows, be
band provides izl hirthday pr-
formances. A ShowBiz cmploes
dressed as Billy Bob presents he
birthday ehild [or adulth with a che
and leads the in singing Hyp=

Birthday. The walk-around Bily
E’Iﬂ- who alsa nulm commurty

Ammatlon sp rs R(__.)cﬂk-aﬁre Explosion

EPPEH‘Enwa does not talk,

e hugs thf kids and th

five,” Cook said b
ﬂbﬂ-ﬂa]]:.r I-,!-nb canturme b a fan

inits hood and ice packs on the gides

to k=ep the person inside cool.

In oot cumees, Uhinit perman in Jim
Mlm-m. a Lﬂ:hni:imgi Rock-~#tre
Explosion.
—rusts 35 fike working in & carni-
sal,” Allmwan aaid,

Sh:-ﬂ' mansgens and techni
ciars are retujred (o allend “Jhow-
Biz College™ it Irving, Texus, for ¢
three woaka, :

Ir; addition o parsd as B
Baol, Allmansmufn &u;;rg’s; ta I;.eﬂn::
the Expleaion’s show working He is
rquired to maintaincharacters, (n.
cleding dismantling them daily to
clean their eves, The cleaning is

to remove Accumulations
qclt'ﬂm'l. w;i:h keops the oyer mov-
abla

"I is important that you get that
stradght-character eyve contact,”
Coolt said.

Bat such contact ism't  alwais
heart-warming.

"Fatz can look @ scary some-
timeg™ Allman maid, Tespasially
when | come in in the mornings to
furn them oo

Many children ara afraid of the
bear, Ceok s2id.

"1 talk like them sometimes when
the ehow fm'% on,” Allman eaid.
"Children. always come up to the
stage when the curtain is clased to

ptithe charpcters, Ong day &

phild did it and I aaid in the volee of

Holfe, 'Please dont open the cur.
tain. I'm putting on my clothes.'

"Another child Hee,

respanded,
Mommy, Hnlﬂ:muthqrwmuﬂ" !
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